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expansion across neighbouring territory. "How can we return
to our old tora-up territorial right?" asks Haushofer. "Hand in
hand with the right of self-determination and in respect for it;
or in opposition to it, in worship of force, as has been alleged
against us?" It all depends on how the right of self-deter-
mination is interpreted. There are some new and very "realist"
methods of interpretation in currency.

THE  SHADOW OVER THE  OLD COLONIAL POWERS
The destruction of the old political order has also affected,
we are told, the great areas that are only independent in
appearance. The day of the old-style colonial Powers is past,
just as is that of the small States of Europe. Such is the view of
the National Socialist politicians. Not only is the British Empire
beginning to break up, and its member States to drift in other
directions; the French colonial empire can no longer be main-
tained intact. Least of all can the small Powers with vast
colonial possessions count on continuing to hold these pos-
sessions while great European nations are left to suffocate in
their confined situation, without the smallest colonial pos-
session. These contrasts cannot but produce an explosion that
will shatter and revolutionize the existing order. The old
colonial Powers are "no longer able to set forth distant aims;
they can only maintain retrospective claims to rights based on
past robbery,'* to quote Haushofer once again. These Powers
no longer have sufficient forces to defend their possessions. Still
less can they defend them morally. They are entirely without
persuasive ideas; their insistence on rights is so thin, and feeble
an argument that it illustrates the entire hoflowness of the
existing world-order. Powers which are no longer capable of
continually adding, materially and spiritually, to their pos-
sessions by superior will and creative energy, are ripe for
abdication. The fate of the old colonial Powers is, therefore,